NORTHERN IRELAND BOYS’ FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
RULES OF THE CLUB KNOCKOUT COMPETITIONS 
2006/2007
The competition shall be under the jurisdiction of the Northern Ireland Boys’ Football Association and shall be known as the Northern Ireland Boys F.A. Cup.
1. 
All competing teams must be in membership of a League, affiliated to the N.I.B.F.A. and enter for the competition via the official NIBFA Affiliation form signed and approved by their League Secretary. Teams entered must also be covered by paid up NIBFA (Sportsguard Insurance cover).
2.
All players participating must be registered members of their club and be duly authorised by their League to represent their club in this competition and for;

Winter Leagues – Duly registered as a player with the League and played or be a named substitute on the match card for a minimum of four (4) matches, for the team for which they are registered in the 2006/2007 season.
Summer Leagues – Duly registered as a player with the League and played or be a named substitute on the match card for a minimum number of four (4) matches, for the team for which they were registered in the 2006 Summer Season.

In the case of a dispute regarding the number of matches played, N.I.B.F.A. will ask the League Secretary to confirm the number of matches a player has played or been a named substitute on the match card.  
3.
Date of Birth – all players registered and participating in the competition, must be in the following age categories; (see also Rule No.6)
      Under 11 Age Group – date of birth must be on or after 1/1/1996
      Under 12 Age Group – date of birth must be on or after 1/1/1995

Under 13 Age Group – date of birth must be on or after 1/1/1994

Under 14 Age Group – date of birth must be on or after 1/1/1993

Under 15 Age Group – date of birth must be on or after 1/1/1992

Under 16 Age Group – date of birth must be on or after 1/1/1991

Under 17 Age Group – date of birth must be on or after 1/1/1990
4.
Any team who enter and the entry is accepted by the Competitions Organising Committee which subsequently does not turn up on the appointed day and time, will forfeit the entry fee of £20 per team. In addition the team and possibly the club may be banned from taking part in any N.I.B.F.A. Competition or Tournament for the following 2 years.

5.
Each team is permitted to register a maximum of 22 players on the official registration forms, all details must be completed. The players then are registered on the NIBFA/IFA central player database and be subject to the registration rules of NIBFA.  


Registrations will be accepted up to noon on the Wednesday preceding the third round of the competitions, subject to the maximum of 22 players and subject to the player not having played for any other club in the competition.

6.
A player can only register for one (1) club but can register for teams of that club in more than one age group. However clubs should be aware that all finals excepting the U13 final will be played on the same day at a central venue. 
7.
A PLAYER CURRENTLY SUSPENDED BY A LEAGUE OR NIBFA, IS NOT 

PERMITTED TO PLAY FOR ANY TEAM IN THE COMPETITION, DURING THE
PERIOD OF THAT SUSPENSION.
8.
The responsibility is on each team manager or person delegated to take charge of the team on

match day to ensure every player is eligible to play for that team in the competition. (A person
delegated to take charge of the team on match day will be considered an official of the club). Any team manager or delegated manager that permits an unregistered or ineligible player to participate in any game will invalidate the terms of the insurance cover and bear personal responsibility for any injury caused or received by or to any ineligible player. Such manager or delegated manager will be the subject of disciplinary proceedings.
9.
Notification
The home team must post, email, text or telephone, on the Monday evening prior to the match, to the named representative of the visiting team, full details of the location of the Ground, how to get there, the proposed kick-off time, if other than 11.00a.m. and a contact number, for any clarification needed. This process will allow the visiting team adequate time to finalise transport arrangements.

10.
Postponement of a Match
If the match has to be postponed due to closure of the pitch (the pitch deemed unplayable), the
home team must;
(a) Inform by Telephone those listed at (b) and (c)
(b) The representative of the visiting team, in normal circumstances, not later than Thursday evening prior to the match, or if that is not possible , at the earliest possible opportunity, to allow the cancellation of transport arrangements

(c) NIBFA on 07783 360 056
(d) Rearrange the fixture for the second Saturday after the date of the postponed match or failing this, the earliest possible date, mid-week if necessary.
(e) If there is a second postponement, due to closure of the pitch because of weather, the fixture becomes a home match for what was the visiting team.
11.
Appeals
No verbal appeal or protest will be accepted. All appeals must be made in writing, accompanied by a deposit of £20, posted by recorded/ registered delivery to the NIBFA, with copies to the opposing team representative within three (3) days of the match (excluding Saturday and Sunday). 
The Appeals Committee, appointed by NIBFA  shall deal with all matters of dispute and any matter not specifically covered by these rules shall be decided by them. In all cases, the decision of the NIBFA Appeals Committee is final.

12.
The competition shall be played on a knockout basis. The first team drawn will be the home team. The home team is responsible for providing the pitch, properly marked and with goals nets.
 The home team may claim the match if the visiting team arrive more than 30 minutes after the agreed kick off time. Semi-Finals and Finals will be played on neutral grounds as arranged by the NIBFA who will have the final decision.
13.
Referee – The League through which the team is entered, will be responsible for providing a competent and if possible a fully qualified Referee.

14.
(a) Teams must report to the ground at least 30 minutes before the appointed kick-off time.

(b) The Match Card provided by NIBFA must be filled in fully, including the 5 substitutes, in front of a representative of the opposing team and given to the Referee, prior to kick-off.

(c) Each team is permitted to strip 16 players and may use all or any of the five (5) substitutes (from the players stripped and named on the team sheet) at any stage of the game. Substitutes must report to the sideline at the half way line and only enter the field of play when authorised by the Referee. 
(d) Each team is to bring two registered colour strips. The away team for each match will be responsible for checking the colours with the home team to ensure there is no colour clash. This should be done at the time other arrangements are being made, well before the day of the match. In the event of a colour clash, the home team will be required to change their strip.

(e) All matches in the Age Groups from Under 13 to Under17, a Size 5 Ball shall be used. In the 
case of Under 11 and 12 Age Groups, a size 4 Ball is preferable to size 5 but if necessary, a size 5
may be used. Both teams to submit a match ball, in proper condition, to the Referee, prior to the
game, and he shall decide which ball will be used.
15.        ALL MATCHES
Duration of Matches – each match shall be of 30 minutes each way duration In all matches should the scores be level at full time, two periods of 10 minutes each way extra time shall be played. If the scores are still level at the end of extra time, the game shall be determined by the taking of penalty kicks in accordance with the rule stated below;

.

Five (5) penalty kicks to each team on an alternative basis to be taken by 5 different players who must be on the field at the finish of the match (i.e. after the extra time).If teams are still level after five (5) penalties to each team, kicks shall continue on a sudden death basis, with each team having an equal number of opportunities. 
Each kick shall be taken by a different player and not until all eligible players of any team, including the goalkeeper or a named substitute by whom he was replaced, have each taken a kick, may a player of the same team take a second kick.

16.       RESULTS
The Manager of the winning team must collect the match card, from the Referee, immediately after the match and post to NIBFA within 3 days of the match taking place. It is the responsibility of the home team to advise NIBFA of the result (preferably by Phone) as soon as possible, after the match. Results are required for publication in the media and the needs of Sponsors must be met.


17.
Red and Yellow Cards
Discipline – 
a system of red and yellow cards will be used by Referees
(1) Yellow for a caution 

(2) Red for a sending off offence.
Referees shall where a red card has been shown complete and forward a Disciplinary Report to NIBFA.

(b) Any player sent off during a game will be automatically suspended for the next two (2) games.  This may be increased on receipt of the Referees Report
(c) Any player who receives two (2) yellow cards in different games will be automatically suspended for the next match.
(d) Copies of Disciplinary Reports will be forwarded by NIBFA, to the League in which the team plays.

18.
With the foregoing exceptions, all games shall be played in accordance with the current F.I.F.A.
Laws of the Game.
19.
The Organising Committee or its representatives reserve the right to make such checks on players as are considered necessary in order to protect the credibility of the competition and ensure fairness to all.

20.
THE COMPETITION ORGANISERS CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY INJURY TO PLAYERS OR OFFICIALS OR ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY OR EQUIPMENT.
21.
TEAM MANAGERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BEHAVIOUR OF THEIR TEAM,
OFFICIALS AND SUPPORTERS AT ALL TIMES AND;
(a)
In the case of a report of an incident of sectarian or violent behaviour, if substantiated, the player/players, manager and possibly the team may be suspended “sine die” by NIBFA.
(b)
Any serious breach of discipline may at the discretion of the Appeals Committee result in
a team’s expulsion from the competition.

22.
In all cases the post date and time shall be taken as the time of notification.

23.
Teams entry in the competition, is an acknowledgement of acceptance of all rules and regulations
stated or implied and as a complete acceptance of the NIBFA Appeals Committee in all matters is
final and binding on them.

24.
NIBFA reserve the right to make a nominal charge for programmes and or admission to finals and 


or other NIBFA organised games for subsequent donation to a nominated charitable purpose.

Issued on behalf of the Officers of NIBFA

 December 2006
